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“Writing to be published (and cited) in the social sciences ”
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Publish — or perish: pressure on scholars to succeed in publishing in international journals is
constant and increasing. Publication in English is necessary — but far from easy. This workshop will
discuss how to succeed. It addresses: preparing papers for submission; pitfalls to avoid (including a
discussion of predatory and vanity publishing models); responding to reviewers and editors;
constructive reviewing; and ways to get cited. The top social sciences journals look for papers that
say something significant, say it clearly and support it with evidence. That sounds easy, but most
scholars have a ‘bottom drawer’ of unfinished, rejected or unrevised manuscripts that might have
been great. This workshop encourages you to review your own work in progress and develop
strategies for successful publication.
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Richie Howitt received the Australian Award for University Teaching (Social Science) in 1999 and
Macquarie University’s Vice-Chancellors Award for Higher Degree Research Supervision in 2013.
Having mentored early career staff in geography, law, anthropology, sociology and biology, he has
developed sound strategies to develop good writing strategies. He has 25 years’ experience in
teaching, research and academic governance. His research addresses Indigenous rights and
community well-being in landscapes of difference and diversity. He advocates deep integration of
social, environmental and economic dimensions of justice into local governance systems for just
and sustainable outcomes and has been working as Director of Macquarie’s innovative partnership
relationship with Ryde City Council in Sydney for several years.




