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“Reviews and responses: revising your writing in the social sciences ”
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Peer review is a key feature of academic publishing. For early career researchers, negative reviews
undermine confidence and threaten your success — but there is always pressure to publish — or
perish. In previous seminars, Professor Howitt has explored the task of writing. His third workshop
looks at reviewing and responding to reviews. Using real life negative reviews, Professor Howitt will
encourage participants to identify strategies to respond to hostile reviews, inconsistent reviews,
and editorial questions. He will explore guidelines for reviewers, resources to improve participants’
own reviews and responses, and tools to document peer review activities as part of you resumé.
Participants are encouraged to provide a de-identified copy of their own worst reviews for
discussion in the workshop. Please forward them to kyodo-sankaku@adm.nagoya-u.ac.jp by
September 19. Please type "Manuscript Writing” in the subject line.
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Richie Howitt received the Australian Award for University Teaching (Social Science) in 1999 and
Macquarie University’s Vice-Chancellors Award for Higher Degree Research Supervision in 2013.
Having mentored early career staff in geography, law, anthropology, sociology and biology, he has
developed sound strategies to develop good writing strategies. He has 25 years’ experience in
teaching, research and academic governance. His research addresses Indigenous rights and
community well-being in landscapes of difference and diversity. He advocates deep integration of
social, environmental and economic dimensions of justice into local governance systems for just
and sustainable outcomes and has been working as Director of Macquarie’s innovative partnership
relationship with Ryde City Council in Sydney for several years. He is an elected member of his
University’s governing Council and provides institutional leadership across disciplines.
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